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MNI: U.S. Refinery Maintenance (Dec-Jan) 
By Andrew Couper (12/01/2026) 

 

See overview below of key U.S. refinery news and maintenance through December and into early January. All posts 

were covered in the MNI real-time service in greater detail: 

 

• Jan 6 – Valero, Benicia refinery, California – Valero will proceed with the idling of the Benicia Refinery 

through a phased approach, starting with its processing units in February. Most units properly idled by April. 

(Official statement) 

• Jan 6 – PBF updates: 

o Martinez refinery, California - 40-45 days in Q2, involving the hydrocracker unit. Rebuild activities 

at the Martinez refinery following a fire in February are expected to continue, returning to planned 

operating rates in March. 

o Chalmette refinery, California – 50-55 day turnaround in Q4 involving crude unit and coker.  

o Toledo refinery, Ohio – 50-60 day turnaround in Q4 for FCC. 

o Paulsboro refinery, Dealware City – 30-35 day Q4 turnaround focussing on crude unit. (Official 

statement) 

• Jan 1 – Delta Airlines, Monroe Trainer refinery, Pennsylvania - reduced plant operations after the sole FCC 

shut Wednesday for unscheduled work. Work expected to last several days and limit production rates.  

(Bloomberg sources) 

• Dec 30 – Delek, Big Spring refinery, Texas - performing maintenance on a gasoline-making FCC unit until 

Feb. (Environmental filing) 

• Dec 22 – Marathon, Robinson refinery, Illinois - process upset after a power blip on the evening of Dec. 20. 

(Environmental filing) 

• Dec 18 – Pemex, Deer Park refinery, Texas – to undergo maintenance in 2026. Timing unclear. (Mexican 

President Sheibaum) 

• Dec 16 – PBF, Torrance refinery, California - extinguished a fire in a coker, Dec 14. (Regulatory report) 

• Dec 10 – Valero, Port Arthur refinery, Texas - had an unexpected process upset at the delayed coking unit. 

(Environmental filing) 

• Dec 9 – Pemex, Deer Park refinery, Texas - had an upset at the DU-2 crude unit. (Environmental filing) 

• Dec 4 – Phillips 66, Sweeny refinery, Texas – process upset, operations returned to normal. (Environmental 

filing)  

• Dec 4 – Marathon, Wilmington refinery, California - reported a mechanical / electrical malfunction. (Air 

quality filing) 

• Dec 3 – Motiva, Port Arthur refinery, Texas – plans maintenance on a coker in December and on the large 

CDU in Sep 2026. The refinery plans to overhaul the large crude distillation unit VPS-5 in September 2026 

lasting 60 days. VPS-5 is the largest of the three CDUs at the Motiva refinery. (Reuters sources) 

• Dec 3 – Valero, Port Arthur refinery, Texas - plans upgrades to the large crude distillation unit in February. 

A series of upgrades are planned to the AVU-146 CDU aimed at boosting the unit’s capacity from an average 

of 235kb/d to 260kb/d. (Reuters sources) 


